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| ntroduction

Do you think this life with all its tragedies anjustice
is the whole story? Some are born to enjoy timelligence
and wealth and others to suffer their dumbnesspawerty.
Some fall victims of others who may as well escape
punishment. Some relax with their good luck, arter toil
with their bad luck?

Hopefully there is no normal human being that tkiok
believes that this life is the whole story. Becaasperson
with such a perception is greatly tempted to consuitide
or to add more miseries to other’'s lot. Perhaps tthky
religious people, no matter what would be theiigreh, are
the last group who would think so. Therefor, theuasption
is that the most pious persons among them arertbe who
care and worry most about bringing success to tihes
and other people’s live, in this world and the Hidier.

This booklet is actually motivated by the efforfstioe
many sincere and devoted people among Christiangllas
as Muslims, especially those who take great painying to
convince people to accept what each, sincerelyeves is
the right means to attain felicity in this tempgréfe or at
least in the eternal life in the Hereafter.3

This is just a humble contribution to the massifferts
of the sincere and concerned men and women. ipopea is
to assist open-minded person to make the rightcehfor his
success in this life and especially in the Hereafiewever,
this work could be offensive to a person who debplieves
that religion has nothing to do with common sensasic
logic, rationality or pure natural disposition.

The concern of this booklet is focused on the basic
beliefs of today's Christianity and Islam. The dission is
based on the assumption that the basics of a @ligion



should be reasonably understandable by any noromabh
being that uses his or her brain and common sense.

It is true that there are some mystical componants
every religion to be accepted simply by faith oacperson
commits himself or herself to that particular redmg It is
also true that a person could be made to accepteifie
religion by instilling in him or her its belief angalues since
childhood. Even in adulthood, this could be done by
allurement, intimidation or both. Neverthelesss therson
usually regains his or her independence and natural
disposition once he or she becomes mentally free.

The essentiality of subjecting the religious funeatals
to common sense or pure natural disposition is thstnated
in the following analogy.

Assume a person told you that he has visited aceala
that is located somewhere hanging between the aadhthe
heaven without any support from above, beneathitbere
side. Then he went on to describe to you some myste
stories about his adventures, in that palace, aldagwith
some other stories which sounded reasonable. Wymid
believe his mysterious stories before you believe &bout
the existence of such a mythical palace? It seeand to
believe him about the existence of such a placeegin
with, and nobody would blame you for having such an
attitude. The situation may differ if the desaopt of the
palace sounded somehow reasonable.

Therefore, any religion which requires from a non-
believer to accept its basics merely by havingdofaith is a
religion which is confined to its followers. Not lgrthat but
its credibility will suffer when it is exposed toa&ic
rationalism or natural disposition.

On the contrary, a religion whose basics go in loayn
with human natural disposition will maintain itsedrbility,
even though the so-called followers may display its

impracticability. Because only the true commitmemntits
teachings can demonstrate its practicability.

For the basics of the true religion should not cahtt
natural disposition or the simple means of reagpnin
Otherwise, the religion will give an indication theome
people are born to be deprived of guidance ancetiseno
equal chance to gain success even in the heredlfier,
eternal life.

Since God is the supreme source of both Chrisyianit
and Islam, the concept of “God” will be discussistf This
will be followed by a discussion of the Holy Bookkesus,
Accountability, Prophets, Muhammad, and Conclusions

However, the booklet is not designed to include all
historical, philosophical and intellectual argunseen©On the
contrary, this brief work is only an attempt toseisome
intriguing questions. This is to provoke the re&le
curiosity and to embark upon the search for thietnath to
eternal success before it is too late.

The author owes his gratitude to many able andesenc
brothers and sisters in humanity who contributedatly or
indirectly to this modest work. Especially, he wablike to
thank Dr.Riaz Zobairi Br. Rashiid and Brother T.r&ighi
for reviewing the English version of this booklet.

Saeed Ismaeel Sieny
Revised 8/16/2010



Concept of God

Most Christians believe in the Trinity. Catholics
especially consider it an unquestionable elementthef
concept of God. The three dimensions are the FaSuan

(Jesus) and the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirl}. (

The Bible says that Jesus said after his resuorecti
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nagidBaptize
them in the name of the Father, and the Son arigeofioly

Spirit.” (3.
Among the attributes of God is that He regrets and
repents when something goes wrong, such as thsiale¢o

make Saul a king of Israef)(He regretted that he had

created man on eartf)( He felt sorry for sending the flood
on the earth “I will never again kill every livingreature, as
| have just done.™]

God also forgets “and now | have heard the groaning
the Israelites, enslaved by the Egyptians and Elaalled

my covenant to mind,%j. And he needs things to remind

him ().

(%) John 1:1-14; John 3:17; Matt 26:63-64.
(®) Matt 28:19.

() Sam, 1, 15:10, 35.

() Gen. 6:6.

() Gen. 8:21.

(®) Ex, 6:5.

() Gen. 9:13-16.

God becomes tired, “...He rested on the seventh day
fgom all work he had done in creation and madeatyH"
)

Prophet Jacob was so strong that God could notwthro
him and forced God to bless him).(

In Islam, believing in one God is the cornerstohéhe
faith. The Qur'an reads {God does not forgive tpattners
should be set with Him; but He forgives anythingeeto
whom He pleases,’\. Also it reads:{Say He is God, the
one and only God, the eternal absolute. He beggtaor is
He begotten, And there is none like Hinf}.(

The Quran also assures that the knowledge of
everything is with God and God never errs nor ftag8).

The power of God and His perfect knowledge is well

expressed in this verse: o

God. There is no God but He, the living the self-
subsisting, eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor
sleep. His are all things in the heavens and otin.ear
Who is there can intercede in His presence except a
He Permlts? He knows what (appears to His
creatures as) before or after or behind them. While
they encompass nothing of His knowledge save what
He wills. His throne extends over the heavens and
the earth and He is never weary of preserving them.
He is the Sublime, the Suprem% (

In reviewing the two concepts of God, we can barely
find any problem in comprehending the Islamic cqce
However the Christian concept imposes a countlagsber
of questions.

Is the Trinity some kind of incarnation but limited
only three forms? Is God a family which is composdd

1;
2
3

() Gen. 2:2-3.
(
2
(
(

Gen. 32-24-30.
Qur'an 4:48,116.
Quran. 112:1-4.
Qur’an 20:52.
Qur’an 2:255.

5
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three individuals, each dependent on the otherfreHtures
can go astray and be disobedient, then what allo&tSon,”
especially if he is a half man descending from ranes,
Adam, according to the Trinity concept?

In this respect, the Quran says: {If there werethe
heavens and the earth other gods besides God, vlerd
have been disorder}) And it assures that {no Son did God
beget nor is there any god along with Him: (if thevere
any gods), then each god would have taken away tat
had created and some would have lorded it oversathg).

What should be the best criterion that distingusstine
Creator from His creatures except that God is sdficient
and completely independent, but the creatures eperdient
on Him and on each other.

Regardless of the credibility and accuracy or inaacy
of every word in the Bible, does the denominati@or”
always mean a begotten son? What about “you arsdhs
of the Lord, your God”%)?

Does the word Father always mean the blood father?

What about Jesus saying...“My father and your fathéy
What about the religious title “father”?

If these two words do not always indicate a blood
relationship between human beings, why should it
necessarily mean a blood relationship when it t&séen the
Creator and a creature?

In fact, even in the Bible the verses which stréss
oneness of God are found frequenty, (

(%) Quran 21:22.

(®) Quran 23:91.

() Deut. 14:1, Ex. 4:22.

(%) John 20:17.

(°) Ex. 20:3-5; Deut. 6:4; 2Chr. 6:14; Matt. 23:9; Md2:29, 32.

Holy Books

Depending on the various editions, the number ef th
Books ranges from 39-54, with a slight differencethe
order of these books. Every book is divided intaptbrs
and the chapters into verses.

The Bible is comprised of the Old Testament arel th
New Testament. The Old Testament includes the Tofah
Moses, the Psalms of David, and the teachings loérot
prophets. It comprises almost three quarters of Blide
with some variation, depending on the edition mefgto.

The New Testament consists of the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the Acts of the Afess
the Revelation and the letters of John; altogetinere are 27
books.

The letters include those of St. Paul’s; who reeegifais
teachings through private revelation from Jesusr affis
crucifixion. (). His letters comprise about one third of the
New Testament.

The Old Testament is assumed to have started rexisti
in writing earlier than the eighth century BC, liutvas not
until 397 AD that the Torah, was put together irugalem.
The earliest extant manuscripts of the Old Testameame
not Hebrew, the original Moses teaching language,Qid
Aramaic, Greek and Latin?)( All these are regarded as
discrete languages. The Qumran, Dead Sea scrdiichw
are the oldest originals, date from 170 BC-70 Ald arere
written in archaic Hebrew.

Concerning the New Testament, “Apart from some
papyrus fragments of the third century AD, theraastext
of the New Testament earlier than the fourth cefitgt).

() Gal. 1:11-12.
(®) Partridge pp. 7-18.
() Partridge p. 13.



The Gospel tradition was entirely oral until 70 Albst of
the New Testament literature was only produced4ty AD
Probably the first written document of the New &esént,
were Paul's letters?)

The teaching language was the old Aramaic, but the
earliest complete manuscript was in Gredkf is assumed
that most of the New Testament books have beerritmgv
by the end of the first century.®)( However some of the
books were not included in the New Testament camdi
the fifth century, ).

The standard version of the Bible from the begigroh
the fifth century was the Latin, Vulgate, which waepared
between 382-404 AD. The Old Testament was trartslate
from Hebrew and the New Testament from Gre®dk, (

In other words the original copy of the existindRi is
a translation from the languages of the teachingse
improvement on the different secondary translatitias
never ceased since first secondary translations dame.

To Muslims both the wording and the meaning of the
Quran was revealed in Arabic from God to Muhammad
through Archangel Gabriel®)( That is why God challenged
the eloquent Arabs to produce something similait.tdhe
Quran reads:{And if you are in doubt concerningatkve
have revealed to our servant (Muhammad) then peduc
single chapter that matches it and call your wgeedesides
God if you are truthful} {). The Qur'an was revealed over a
period of 23 years and was preserved orally angritien

1
2

(") Partridge p. 13.

(%) Partridge, pp.14-15.

(®) Bucaille pp. 71-93.

(%) Partridge p. 15.

(®) Bruce p. 1; Partridge pp. 16-17.

(°) for example, Qur'an 96:1; 75:16-19; 12:1-3.
() Quran 2:23.

form during the time of the Prophet).( It is obligatory for
every Muslim to memorize part of it. Memorizingall or
reciting it often in its original form with the ega
punctuation’s and intonations is strongly recomneehd).

It was compiled in a single volume within a yeateafthe
death of the Prophef)( It is composed of 114 chapters and
6236 verses without the opening verses; i.e. hénrtame of
God, the Beneficent, the Merciful” which opens each
chapter except one. The Quranic grammar, vocapuad
style are still employed today and used by milliohgrabs.

A translation of it should never be regarded asil@sttute
for its divine version.

It seems evident that the existing Bibleas the word
of God but a translation of translation from a eclion in
some discrete languages assumed to have beenee\aal
inspired by God. It is also clear that part of Bible is
subject to disagreement between the different setts
Christianity. An example of this is whether the Apgha is
canonical or mot; should it be rejected completdythe
puritans may say or not?)( In English alone, over 50
translations had been made by 1611 AP (So it is not
only, the problem of translation from a translatishich
makes distortion imminenf)(But it is also the problem of
devotion to certain sects which may cause additon
elimination of critical passages such as “Thus, hage a
threefold warrant in heaven, the Father, the Waord the
Holy Ghost, three who are yet one.”).( Also check in the
different editions for,” If you wholeheartedly belie it is

(%) Abdal ‘Ati pp. 192-194.

(®) Khan Vol. 6 pp. 80-81, 185-9, 463, 477-85.
() ‘Azizallah pp. 1-6.

(%) Bruce pp. 110-11, 123.

(°) Partridge p. 5.

(°) Deedat, Christ in Islam.

() John 5:7 in T. Nelson 1970.



permitted. He replied; “I believe that Jesus Ghsghe Son

of God.” ). These verses were included in many editions
and erased from the more recent ones sometimesidseca
they did not exist in the best Latin manuscripis. (

The contradictory passages in the Bible are mahe. T
following are some of these:

In Gen. 16:15 and 17-19 the Bible confirms thatakl
is the eldest son of Abraham, but in 22:2 the Bidgs:
“take your son Isaac, your only son..” How couldds be
the only son when he was the second son and Ishnasel
still alive?

In 1 Sam. 15:29 it says: “God who is the splendufur
Israel does not deceive or change his mind; h@tsamman
that He should change his mind.” But again God mepéor
making mistakes and changes his mind as if he doés
know from the very beginning what would happ@n (

The story of the two*f or one possessed mah (

In Romans, the Bible says that because Adam sinned,
all his offspring sinned®. Yet, in another place it says: “It
is the soul that sins and no other, that shall @ispn shall
not share a father’s guilt, nor a father his so’s”

Looking into the genealogies of Jesus as it wasrteg
by Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38, the reader f¥imd
these contradictory statements:

1- The number of generations between Abraham and
Joseph, the stepfather of Jesus differs betweeth&tatand
Luke with a variation ranging from 38 to 56 or 5#pending
on the edition.

(%) Acts 8:37.

(%) Bruce p.208, see also Partridge, pp. 1-6, 159-79.
() 1 Sam. 15:10, 2 Sam.24: 16; Amos 7:3; Jonah 3:10.
(%) Matt. 8:28-29.

(®) Mark 5:1-10; Luke 8:26-31.

(°) Rom. 3:24-25; 5:2-21.

(") Ezek. 18:20; also Deut. 24:16.

2- In Matthew 1:16 Joseph is son of Jacob but ikeLu
3:23, Joseph is son of Heli.

3- In Matthew 1.7 Joseph is a descendant of Solpmon
son of David and in Luke 3:31, he is son of Natkan of
David.

4- Many other names are not comparable in the two
reports.

So, even among the four writers of the gospel, ateo
assumed to be reporting what they have seen od resar
eyewitnesses, the difference are often times coictay.
This could only mean that either some of them wewe
eyewitnesses, they depended on unreliable sourges,
corruption has crept into their writings. In angeathis fact
guestions the authenticity of these gospels.

One may wonder if Paul was a prophet whose message
is universal; whereas, the message of Jesus wdisiebrio
the house of Israef)( This is specially because he preached
new things and some of them are contradictory to or
different from the teaching of Jesus and his pcactiFor
example, innovating singing and making melody ® Itbrd
(%), and making the Trinity and the Original sin &s ¢entral
theme. He sanctified the cross which should be mbtio
because it was the means of torturing Jesus, drstitsued
Séunday for Saturday, although the Old Testamehiniding
).

Paul actually disagreed with some of the discigled
accused them of hypocris$).(With all these contradictions,
Paul commenting on the source of his teachings, t&t he
“did not take it over from any man but receivedhitough

) Matt. 10:5-6; 15:24; 19:27-28.

%) Eph.5: 17-9.

%) Matt. 5:17-19 and see Tahtawii pp. 259-77.
%) Gal. 2:5-14.
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revelation of Jesus Christ’t

crucifixion ().

Doesn't this claim sound like the claim of a persdro
did not see his deceased relative but claims thakbteived
direct instructions from him to cancel part of thetten will
and to divide the inheritance his way?

In fact all three major mysteries of today’s Chasity
center around Paul. Recognizing that Paul’s letiene the
first part of the New Testament to be put into wgs, the
three mysteries should appear, clearly to be degendn
each other in terms of their evidence in the Bible.

To any average person, the authenticity of sucbak b
to which additions or deletions and modificatiomnaéaning
and wording can be done so frequently to improve a
translation {), based on a translated origin, should be of
doubtful nature.

If this were the case of man made constitution what
should we think of it? .... Then what about a sewahich is
supposed to be a divine constitution?

)( few years after Jesus’

() Gal. 1:11-12.
(®) Act. 9:1-42.
(®) Deedat, Christ in Islam.

Prophet Jesus

According to the Bible, Jesus was born in Bethlelem
a miraculous way. His mother was a virgin, “...forat
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost: (

The purpose of his life was that "God loved the Idior
so much that he gave his only Son that everyone haso
faith in him may not die but have eternal life ..rahgh
Him the world might be saved.?)(

Jesus is half —divine and half-man. His divingybased
on being mentioned as the Son of God in the Béuhel the
‘word’ of God which was already there from the egng
(® “and through Him all things come to bé" @nd “so the
word became flesh; he came to dwell with us .%)” It is
also based on the belief that (Mary)” found tha slas with
a child by the Holy Ghost™®.

The Bible describes his crucifixion as one of thestn
tragic and merciless events). (

There is a tendency among the Christians to betieat
the son of God voluntarily sacrificed his humam ldn our
behalf. However, the Bible reports that Jesus cekxulid
“My God, my God, why have you foresaked or shamed
me?” f).

On the other hand, the Quran reports the storyests

as follows: _ _
{Behold, the angels said “O Mary God gives
%oucq'I]a.d tidings of a word from Him: his name will,
e Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honor in

[N

Matt. 1:20.

John 3:16-17; also Rom. 3:24-5; 5:8-10.
John 1:1.

John 1:3.

John 1:14.

Matt. 1:18.

Matt. 27:1-66; Mark 15:1-41.

Mark 15:34; Matt. 27:46.

HoOW N
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this world and the Hereafter and of (the company
of) those nearest to God. o )

“He shall speak to the people in infancy and in
maturity and he shall be (of the company) of the
righteous.

She said: “O my Lord how shall | have a son
when no man has torched me? )

He said: “Even so, God creates what He wills
when He has decreed a plan, He only says to it:
“be” and it is”. {And God will teach him the book
and wisdom, the Torah and the Gospel, and appoint
him an apostle to the children of Israel (with this
message): . )

“I have come to you with a sign from your
Lord, in that | make for you out of clay as it were
the figure of a bird and breath into it, and it
becomes a bird by Gods leave and | heal, those who
were born blind and | disclose to you what you eat
and what you store in your houses. Surely therein
is a_sign for %lou if you did believe” (I have cortre
you) to attest the Torah which was before me and to
make lawful to your part of what was forbidden to

ou; | have come to you with a sign from your
ord. So be conscious’of God and obey me,

It is God who is my Lord and your _Lorrp; then
worship Him. This is thé way that is straight.}.(

Elijah was created by a “word” from God before 3esu
(*). His birth was also miraculous because his fattrem,
was very old and his mother was barren.

The Holly Spirit was behind the birth of Elijah, can
Jesus q). Speaking about how the clay became alive into
Adam, God says: {Behold your Lord said to the asgél
am about to create man from clay from mud moulded i
shape. When | have fashioned him (in due proportemd
breathed into him of My spirit, fall you down in@bance to
him}. (°). The same expression was used in the case of
Jesus. 9.

The denomination “son” in the Bible was shared by
Adam @) and, the believerg)(

Being created without one of the “parents” is stdrg
Eve (). If their creation is equally miraculous, thedan’s
creation is more miraculous. So, who deserves iz
claimed son of God and divine? The reported ptodés
Jesus to God for letting him be crucified not oglestions
the common belief that Jesus willingly wanted torsige

The Qur'an is apparently in agreement with the 8ibl
about the miraculous birth, that is, without a &th But so
was eve created-without a mothef). (And Adam was
created without a father or a moth& @And {the similitude
of Jesus to God is as that of Adam, He created fhom
dust, then said to him “be” and he wé$}God pronounces
a word and anything He wills will be there.

Reviewing the Bible and the Quran concerning the
]Ejaecrtloor?lggit;lon ?f \{Vzrd,_tﬁplrtlt ?]r H?ht/) Stﬁm:c’ tfslon C;‘me (®) Luke 1:41, 67; Matt. 1:18; see also Num. 11:88 huke 2:25 for all
¢ g created without one or both or theeps we people; Is. 11:1 for a tree.
find: () Quran 15:28-29.

() Quran 21:91; 66:12.
(°) Luke 3:38.

(%) Quran 3:45-551. (°) John 1:12; Matt. 5:45.
(®) Quran 4:1; al-Bukhari Vol.4 p. 346. () Gen. 2:221-25.

() Quran 15:28-29. (®) Gen. 22:10-11.

() Quran 3:39. (®) Quran 37:102.

himself for the others’ sin, but also demonstrats h
weakness as a human being and disobedience tathisrF

This picture becomes an erroneous accusation agains
great prophet when we compare it with the submmsaiaed
obedience of Isaac®)(or Ishmael 9 who did not utter a
word of protest or discomfort.

(%) Quran 3:39-40 and 3:45.




In fact, the way the Bible traces the genealogyeasus
shows that it insists on the natural system of huma
multiplication. It traced his stepfather’'s gengglanstead
of his mother’s. {). He was mentioned as son of Daviii (
and son of mar?),

Therefore, the Qur'an confirms: {Christ, the son of
Mary was no more than an apostle and many apdsies
passed before him. His mother was a woman of ;ttbty
both had to eat food (to survive)(

What about mankind before Jesus appeared? Do they
remain sinners? Adam’s sin brought perdition to tai
descendents without discrimination. Why should jtistice
of God be confined to those who believe that Jestie son
of God?

G
(3
(

4

Matt. 1:1-16; Luke 3L23-38.
Matt. 9:27; John7: 42.

Matt. 10:23; Mark 2:10.
Qur’an 5:75.

N N NN

ACCOUNTABILITY:
THE ORIGINAL SIN

One of the essential principles of Christianitythat of
“Original Sin,” which goes in harmony with the cept of
the trinity. This principle is traced back to Adam’
disobedience to God’s command when he ate the &Pple
This disobedience by the father of humanity isezhlthe
Original Sin, by which all his offspring becamersens, and
assigned to perdition.

Explaining this, Paul said: "Through one man (Adam)
sin entered into the world and death through snd, #us,
death spread to all men because they had all sih(®d
However because God is just and loves the worlchgoh,
redemption was arranged).(And in Paul's words (Jesus
Christ as the son of God) *“emptied himself andkt@o
slave’s form and came to be in the likeness of miftare
than that, when he found himself in fashion as a,nine
humbled himself and became obedient as far as dgash
death on a torture stake®) (

Related to accountability is also the question of
predestination, which has been the subject of many
controversies. One argument holds that God is atedpl
sovereign. He has mercy upon whomever He wills, and
hardens the heart of whomever He wills and no cme c
demand an account from Him).( This verse shows man’s
lack of freedom. But, “The Greek Fathers”, Rondaid,

() Gen. 3:1-7.
(®) Rom.5: 12.

(%) John 3:16.

(%) Phil 2:6-9, Rom. 3:23-26; 8:3.
(°) Rom. 9:14-24.



“interpreted these and other relevant texts mawith a
view to preserving human freedont).(

To Rahner, the Original Sin is different from perab
sin @), which requires confessiof) (For Jesus, after death,
gave the authority of forgiving Christians’ sin tihe
disciples by saying: “receive the Holy Spirit! 16y forgive
any man'’s sins, they stand forgiven, if you prormuthem
unforgiven, unforgiven they remain®(

The Quran has a different stand on Adam’s storghian

Garden. It reads:
{O Adam! dwell you and your wife in the
Garden and eat of the bountiful things therein as
%ou wish but do not approach this tree or_you
ecome among the wrongdoers.” Then Satan
made them slip from the (Garden), and get out of
the state (of fellplty? in which they had been. The
8ur’an makes it clear that Adam repented and
od granted him forgiveness.).(

Contrary to the concept that says life orthe#s
punishment, the Qur'an assures that life on earthn gift. It
is the appointment of man as a vicegerent of Goeaoth )
a decree which was announced by God even before the
actual creation of Adam took place.

In Islam man is born in a natural state of purity
recognizing that submission is only to one GHdGod has
provided man with the thinking faculty to distinghi
between good and evff)( granted him a limited free will to

() Rahner, p. 1277.
(9) Rahner p. 1155.
(°) Mark 1:4-5, 1 John 1:9-10.
(") John 20:21-23.
(®) Quran 2:35-37.
(®) Qur'an 2:30.

(") Qur'an 30: 30-1.
(°) Qur'an 90:8-10.

enjoy freedom of choicé’){ and made guidance available to
him through His apostle$)(

Those who follow the divine guidance will have segx
conferred on them; those who misuse their thinKamglty
or free will and neglect the guidance, deserve giunent.

This does not mean that God has no perpetual dontro
over His creatures. For God says: {This is an adtiaom
whomsoever will, let him take a (straight) pathhie Lord.
But you will not except with God’s permission})( This,
along with the fact that we shall be held accouetétr our
deeds, may create confusion in the minds of mamyplpe
But the following analogy will remove the confusion
Assume you have a young child who can comprehend
instruction (has thinking faculty). You put befdren a dish
of food and a toy which has germs, and explainedirto
that the food is good for his health but the toliasmful for
his health (guidance) Then you gave him freedormade
his own choice (limited free will).

The whole situation is still under your control hase
you can interfere at any moment to force him toamainst
his will. However he could decide to choose the &oyl
become sick. Who should be blamed? you or him?oNtyt
that, the toy could be difficult to reach, but hesists on
taking it and you make it easy for him to reache Thild is
to be blamed still, because this is the price effteedom of
choice which we all chant about, fight and live.fdihe
result of the free will in this analogy is beyondraertain
knowledge.

However God’s knowledge, unlike ours, is not lirdite
by time, space or limited senses. To God’s knowdedgere

Y Quran 76:3; 13:27; 16:93.

0)
(®) Quran 35:24.
() Quran 76:29-30.



is no such thing as past or future, nothing is @idd).
Everything is present, and in this knowledge, tlate”
(Algadar) is vested?). In other words, what is written since
the beginning of time is not "decision" or predestion but
pre-recording of God’s knowledge. Though we caktth
‘fate’ which is not escapable, we don’'t know whaasw
written. Therefore, we are required to do our liestnake
the best choices to secure the eternal happinessieast to
relieve ourselves from responsibility. Then, althlowa bad
choice is made, we will not be held responsible.

The Qur'an also makes it clear that things do rauo
haphazardly. Everything occurs according to soméege
“natural laws” ¢). And the possibility of one law having
negative effect on another is part of these natamas. We
will be responsible only for what we willingly chse
among the available causes that have their immiresuits.
God is who created both the causes and the reduits.
results of these causes could be good or bad. didi@ur
best to make the right choice and the choice tutodxs bad
we will not be held responsible for the bad chaoe will
be rewarded for receiving the bad results.

Furthermore, the supplication helps in preventihg t
results (qadaa) of the chosen law by the intereantf
another law. (For details on fate or predestinatgee
Ismaeel)

Concerning the original sin God assures:

“Say, shall | seek for (my cherisher other than
God, when He is the Cherisher of all things.
Every soul will earn what it has accomplished and
none will bear the others’ burden. It is to God
your destiny and He will tell the truth about what
you have disputed™)

(%) Quran 2:284; 6:59.
(®) Quran 57:22.

() Quran 25:2; 65:3.
() Quran 6:164.

In fact, this principle is also emphasized the
Bible, ().

God is aware of everything and does not need a
mediator between Him and anyone of His creatutds. is
closer than (one’s) jugular veirf).(Forgiveness should only
be asked from Him and can only be granted by Hijn, (

The concept of the Original Sin indeed invites many
guestions. Can human justice allow punishing ttHispoing
because of the father’s crime? ... Then what abautivine
law?

Assuming that this is acceptable can’t God forghem
without under going Himself, or putting part of Higif or
His Son through this painful and cruel process?

Don’t you think that the whole concept of the Onagji
Sin and Jesus’ sacrifice sounds like a person uletg that
his family is thirsty and the water is actually kit his
reach. But he runs miles and miles in a circleddgck to
the same point where the water is? What shouldaiehis
man? ..; then what about conferring this attriboreGod,
the all-Wise?

() Ezek. 18:20.
() Qur'an 50:1i6.??
() Quran 3:135.



THE PROPHETS

The denomination of “prophet” in the Bibkeused
for two types of people: those who prophesy outhefr
own hearts and deserve to be called “the wickdg @ilthe
prophets.” ), and those who were sent with divine guidance
to their people.

Opposite to the profile drawn for Jesus in the New
Testament, the reader can find strange profilethén Old
Testament for the messengers of God.

The bible, for example, reads: Prophet “Noah, a ofan
the soil, began the planting of a vineyard. Henkrsome of
the wine, became drunk and lay naked inside his.”ten
Since his son Ham the father of Canaan saw himhim t
situation and told his brothers, Noah gets mad @andes
Canaan: “Cursed be Canaan, slave of slaves shail his
brothers”. {).

Prophet Abraham was depicted as to lie to his nmeh a
his son without a justified reasof) (

Prophet Lot is depicted as being made drunk byvins
daughters so that they could commit adultery witm ko
preserve his seed. The Bible reads: “So, that nighy gave
him wine to drink and the elder daughter came agdalith
him, and he did not know when she lay down and wdien
got up.” This plot was carried out again, the naght, by
the younger daughter’)(

Prophet Jacob, with his mother’'s advice, tricked hi
father, Isaac, and stole the blessing promisedsdtother
Esau, by their fatheP)

(%) Ezek 13:3.

(®) Gen. 9:20-25.
() Gen. 22:5-8.

(%) Gen. 19: 30-38.
() Gen. 27:1-29.

Jacob was also depicted as being so wicked asato pl
trick on his uncle to increase his own wealth. He lied
about God to his wives to make them hate their atimer,
which they did. Not only that but one of them “stdier
father's household goods and Jacob deceived Lab&n (
uncle), keeping his departure secref)” (

Amazingly, in the Bible, God seemed to apprdkis
wickedness, “then the Lord said to Jacob, go backhé
land of your father and to your kindred. | will kath you
“(®) and commanded Laban not to say anything to Jacob
when he caught with hinf)(

Judah consciously committed adultery with his
daughter-in-law, thinking her a prostitute, to bearo
children ). One of them, Perez became the ancestor of
Prophets: David, Solomon, and Joseph, Jesus’ shepf&).

There were only eight generations between Perax, an
prophet David, although the Old Testament readso “N
descendant of an irregular union, even down totémh
generation, shall become a member of the assenfililyeo
Lord,” (7).

Prophet David was depicted as not only to commit
adultery with a married woman but as plotting foe tleath
of her innocent husband who was his faithful sqld®t
Prophet David fasted only in the hope that hisccinlay
live, but not as a sign of repentance for whatideg%.

(%) Gen.30: 31-43.
(®) Gen. 31: 4-20.
() Gen. 31: 3.

(%) Gen. 31: 24.
(°) Gen. 38:13-30.
(°) Matt. 1:1-16.
(') Duet. 23:2.

(®) 2 Sam11:2-17.
() 2 Sam. 12:16-23.



The Qur’an, on the other hand, takes a differeandst
from the prophet’'s positions, and characteristlts.stand
emerges from the fact that the prophets are thesengsrs
God sent to convey the divine guidance to mankind.
Therefore, they are the best examples among tlesiple
and the best among mankind in general and protdubed
committing cardinal sins?;

The Qur'an, for example, reads: '

“ That was the reasoning about Us, which We
gave to Abraham,_ﬁto use) against his people; We
raise whom We will degrees after degrees, for the
Lord is full of wisdom and knowledge. We gave
him Isaac and Jacob: all (three) We guided and
before him We guided Noah "and among his
progeny, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses and
Aaron, thus We do reward the good. And
Zachariah, John, Jesus and Elias, each fof them)

were among the righteous, And Ishmael, Jonah
and Lot eac%w one of them We did prefer (above)
the nations.<).

Portraying prophet Noah, the Qur'an assures that He
was of strong faith, ready to challenge all theéb€liveers,
(). As a father he felt sorry for his disbelieviranavho was
drowned, but then repented when he was remindechiba
son was not righteous’)( Noah was described as “a devote
most grateful” ), and as "God’s believing servanf).(

Prophet Abraham was portrayed as a man of truith, an
as a prophet’). He was most tenderhearted, forbearing,

(%) Al-Albanii et. Al. 555-8; Badawi on prophethood.
(®) Quran 6:83-86.

() Qu'an 10: 71.

(%) 11:45-47.

() Quran 17:3.

(°) Quran 37:80-81.

() Quran 19:41.

devoutly obedient to God, and always fulfilled his
engagements

Prophet Lot was among the prophets who were favored
above the nations, the pious, the grateful who gigsn
wisdom and knowledge?)(

About Prophet Jacob, his father Isaac, and Grameifat
Abraham, the Qur’an reads:

“And commemorate our servants Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, possessors of power and vision. Verily, Vite d
choose them for a special (purpose) proclaimingrieesage
of the hereafter. They were in our sight, truly thle
company of the elect and the gooi. (

Prophet David was depicted as a man of strength who
turned always to God, the hills hymn the praisdstiieir
Lord) with him, at nightfall and sunrise. He wasamged
wisdom and sound judgemef}. (In general the Qur'an does
not accuse any prophet of committing major moral
violations beyond the thoughts that go on in thadnsuch
as in case of the prophet Joseph (

To recognize how erroneous the accusation of tlie Ol
Testament against the great prophets of God asé,pjut
yourself in the shoes of these prophets. Indessd ifnagine
that you are a preacher and the community caughtiryo
situations similar to the situations of the progheot and
David, and this scandal was published everywherbatW
would be your feelings? What would be the attituadé
those to whom you preach? Can't God choose bitter
messengers than these described by the Old Testamen

(%) Quran 9:114; 16:120; 53:37.

(®) Quran 6:86; 66:10; 54:35; 221:74.
(®) Quran 38:45-47; also see 19:49-50.
(%) Quran38:17-20.

(°) Quran 12:24.



PROPHET MUHAMMAD

There are a few verses in the Bible, which can be
considered as indications to the coming of Prophet
Muhammad. Among the verses in the Old Testament ar

The Bible reads: "I have heard your prayer for lakm
| have blessed him and will make him fruitful. 1 Iwi
multiply his descendants; he shall be father of \eve
princes, and | will raise a great nation from hi@. The
verse as it has been quoted above does not medn Buwic
some Muslim scholars, in the fourteenth century BC
depending on an earlier translation and adding teeise
16:11-12 provided evidence that one of the desceadaf
Prophet Ishmael will surpass everybody else amdrg t
descendants of Prophet Abraham, i.e. Prophet Mulaainm
Not only that, but the name Muhammad was menticsed
the cause of the blessings conferred on Prophetash

The Bible reads: “The Lord came from Sinai and ghon
forth from Seir. He showed Himself from Mount Patan
(j). The Bible also confirms that Ishmael was raiseBaran
)

Depending on these two verses, Muslim scholars
confirm that the message of Prophet Moses stari@ah f
Sinai, and the message of prophet Jesus had stuonéeir.

So, the message revealed to Muhammad began fronmtMou
Hiraa (Paran) in Mecca’)(

The Bible prophesying the coming of a new thing tha

especially makes the tribe of Kedar happy, readslét.the

() Gen. 17:20.

(® Ibn Qayyim 529-80.

(®) Deut. 33:2.

(%) Gen. 21:20.

() Ibn Taymiah pp. 304-5.

wildness and its towns rejoice, and the villageshef tribe
of Kedar...” ¢).

In Isaiah 54:1-17 the Bible also describes a barren
woman who never bore a child and who had been weser
but no longer. Again the Bible describes God’s argsl
His declaration to substitute a people who did ask and
seek Him for a people who provoked Hirf).( Muslim
scholars interpret the barren woman as Mecca, whicthe
first time gives birth to a prophet who comes frarpeople
who had never had a messenger from among themselves
before.

The Bible reads: “...I will raise up for them a pr@ph
like you, one of their own race, and | will put mprds into
his mouth.” §). Muslim scholars interpret these verses as
clear references to Prophet Muhammad who wasrdtiée
and to the Arabs who were illiterate too. This wapecially
interpreted so because of the description givethenPsalm
45, especially “you surpass all mankind in beawbyr lips
as moulded in grace, so you are blessed by Godenre
With your sword ready at your side®)( Muslim scholars
believe that these attributes well fit the messafdslam
which is the last version of the divine messagethedearly
soldiers of Islam.

In the existing New Testament there are some verses
which could be interpreted as direct or indire¢emences to
Prophet Muhammad. The strongest indication is wiieee
Bible reads: “And | will ask the Father, and helwilve you
another to be your Advocate, who will be with yauever,
the Spirit of Truth.” 7).

() Is. 42:9-17.

@) Isa. 65:1-4.

() Deut. 32:21.

(%) Ps. 45:2-17.

(°) John 14:16 also 15:26; 16:7-15.



In fact, Muslim scholars referring to the origir@ateek
translation and focusing on the word, which wasdiaed
into “Advocate” or comforter, confirm that the ongl

Greek word gives a meaning, which is regarded as a

derivation of the word “praised.” This word “pragse’ in
Arabic, means Muhammad or Ahmad, more praised.

Muslim scholars, in their interpretation of the el
or Greek origins of the Bible, usually embark fradmeir firm
belief in the Quran. For the Qur'an reads:

{And remember, Jesus, the Son of Mary, said: “O
children of Israel, | am the Apostle of God (setat)you,
confirming the Law (which came) before me, and glad
tidings of a messenger to come after me whose rsrak
be Ahmad.} {).

Telling the story of the prophets Abraham and Istima
while building the House of God in Mecca, the Qora
reports that Prophet Abraham prayed: {Our Lord,dsen
among them an apostle of their own, who shall neteegour
signs to them and instruct them in scripture argthaum, and
sanctify them){).

The Qur’'an confirms that Muhammad is not more than
a messenger, preceded by other messendpmnd that he
believes in all the messengers sent before fjim (

The theme of all messengers of God is to confirat th
tlgere is nothing worthy to be worshipped except ,Gdone
).

God assures, in the Quran: {We have not sent yatu b
as a universal (messenger) to mankind, giving tbad

(%) Quran 61:6.

(®) Quran 2:129.
() Quran 3:144.
(%) Quran 2:285.
(®) Quran 21:25.

tidings, and warning them (against sin), .3).(And
Muhammad is the seal of God’s prophet, (

Biblical scholars, certainly, reject the claim dfiet
Muslim scholars. But in the absence of authentioitythe
original translation of the teaching of Moses aesu$ added
to the difficulties of translation, even unintemiad alteration
can find its way easily in the various editiondtu# Bible.

This is not to rule out the intentional modificatjo
which is another possibility. For the Jews deny dhenity
of Prophet Jesus’ message and both the Jews amti&ig
deny the divinity of Prophet Muhammad’s message.

No doubt, the whole situation makes the distinctdn
the truth from falsehood extremely difficult. Tkésre, any
judgement would mostly depend on what one beliévéise
truth.

Never the less, the partial agreement between sdme
the verses in the Bible and the Quran, concerrting
matter, deserves our attention and worthy of a fahre
consideration

(%) Quran 34:28.
(®) Quran 33:40.



CONCLUSIONS

Perhaps the relationship between Judaism, Chriigtian
and Islam is uniqgue compared to the relationshipragm
other religions or philosophies. It seems to bequeaiin
many aspects.

First, they maintain a hierarchical order, basetamly
on the chronological sequence, but also on the
comprehensiveness of their massage, though in ersed
direction. For the last is the most comprehensive
second contains the first.

Second, they are linked to each other by adhering,
basically, to similar fundamentals; they believe ane
ultimate supreme power, the day of resurrection,
accountability, and life hereafter.

Third, the followers of the later religion attest the
earlier religions, whereas, the followers of therliea
religions deny the later religions. Indeed, theikinde of
these religions and their relationship to each roth¢hat of
three different sizes of a suite. They are all glesil for
mankind and share major features, but they arelifterent
ages. The growth usually stops when it reachdgdsstage
but maintains its flexibility i.e. the skeleton pgobut the
other components of the body may stretch or shrink.
Therefore, choosing the wrong since surely means a
problem.

However, the problem of choosing a wrong religien i
more serious and critical than that. It is a matieeternal
success or eternal failure. The seriousness eof rtiatter
could be perceived clearly by using the followimglkagy.

Assume that you are looking for the only available
doctor to save your life from an imminent deathe Toctor
lives in an apartment building, which has threeegaOne
gate has an elevator that leads only to one-thfrdhe

apartments, the old section. The second leads tontgw-
third of the apartments- the old and a newer seclibe last
gate leads to all apartments- the previous sectamasthe
latest section. All apartments carry signs indiaatithe
occupier's names, and that is the only way to kiveo
lives where. You meet three people; each is livinga
different section of the three sections. Each asnaihg that
the doctor lives in his section. You are given oplye
chance, that is, to choose either of the threesgaMhat
would be your choice? Will you choose the gate Hzst an
access to one-third of the apartments, tow-thirfishe
apartments or all the apartments? In other words ywu
choose Judaism, Christianity or Islam to avoid mghe
eternal felicity?
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